Introduction
Recent studies in Tel-Aviv (Rozen et al., 1979) have shown that the incidence of Crohn's disease is 1-28/105/year and the prevalence 12-3/105. In contrast, the current figures for Cardiff (Mayberry, Rhodes and Hughes, 1979) (Martini and Brandes, 1976; Miller et al., 1976; Kasper et al., 1977; Mayberry, Rhodes and Newcombe, 1978; Thornton, Emmett and Heaton, 1979) (Bavly, 1972; Mayberry et al., 1981 Rhodes and Newcombe, 1980) . The data in this paper suggest that the differences do not depend on culture, and similar findings are now available from West Germany (Martini and Brandes, 1976; Miller et al., 1976; Kasper et al., 1977) , the United Kingdom (Mayberry et al., 1978; Thornton et al., 1979) and Israel. However, because of the limitations discussed above, it is felt that the association between consumption of refined carbohydrate and Crohn's disease is unlikely to be more than a secondary association.
